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April 21, 1944

w TO TUE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ON THE POSITION

I c IST COUP 4'ETAT
THE PROALEM

1. To 23sess and appraise the position of the United States
with respect to Iceland in the event of &n internal communist
coup d'etat or & threat thereof to obtain control of the Icelendic
Government.

ANALYSTS

2. The Netional Security Council by NSC Action Number 10
confirmed the strategic importence of Ieeland along with Green-
land and the Aszores.

3. During conversations in Washington in March 1949 between
the Icelandic Foreign Minister and representatives of the State v,
Department and the National Military Establishment, it was agreed
that the possibility of internsl commnist subversion presents
the most immediate danger to Iceland. Tue extent of the danger is
indicated by the communist atteck on the Althing on Harch 30,
during the debate on the North Atlantic Treaty.

4. The Iecelandic Government has made it clear that Iceland
could not countensnce the presence of foreign troops or militery
bases In Iceland during pesce time. The United States Government
has expressed its understanding and acceptance of this position,

5. An armed at8ack on Iceland by externsl forces would eall

for action under Article 5 of the Korth Atlantic Treaty.
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€. & communist coup d'stat could result .in conaultation
under the provisions of Article 4 of the North Atlantic Treaty.

7. A communlst govermméht in Iceland would constitute an
unacceptable threat to the security of the Unfiad Statei.
3. The Department of State should therefore seek at such
tise and in such manner as it deems politically feasible an
informal understanding with the appropriate Icelandic orfiaial
S opr offici;ls that would permit the aeplayu-qt of U8 foreces to
Iceland in the event they are required to support & democratic ¥
system of government there against internal communist subver-
sion. \ |
9. The Natlonal Military Establishment should formulate
detailed nlans to deploy Ugited»Statet roicos to Iceland to
support a democretic system of government there against internal
commuunist subversion., The ﬁbpartment of State should orelly advise
the appropriste Icelandic official or officisls of the general '
nature of these plans and of the extent of the advance notice we
wvould require in order to meke our asti:tcncevnosz effective. |
10. The United States should encourege and assist the
Icelandic Govermment to strengthen 1ts police forees and their

equlipment,
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